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never forget: “Well, they call
me handsome,” he’d said.

“She made such an
indelible impression on me —
[ couldn’t get her out of my
mind for days after the call,”
McMichen said. “I called the
hospital to check on her. I called
her daughter the day after and
found out that she was doing
better, and things were looking
up.”

McMichen is a 2015
President’s List graduate of
the North Georgia Technical
College EMS Program in
Blairsville.

As an aside, it was
revealed that donations made
by Dr. Karisny and his patients
on Moon’s behalf almost
exactly covered her expenses
for the time that she was unable
to work.

“I want to thank God
for the friends and family
[’ve got,” Moon said, adding
that it is indeed an incredible
community in which the people
of Union County live.

\

Union General Paramedic Tim McMichen, Frances Moon and Kyle Mead, also with Union

General EMS, in a joyous gathering at the Skillet Café on Aug. 31.
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Sorghum Festival Club — then
affiliated with the Jaycees —
donated $5,000, and though
the club decided to incorporate
as its own entity about five or
six years ago, its members still
wanted to help make the sign
a reality.

All told, the Blairsville
Sorghum Festival Club covered
about $70,000 of the new digital
sign’s cost, and the county paid
for the stone masonry, which
was about $5,000.

Construction of the
sign took roughly six weeks
over the summer and reached
completion around the last
week of July, Conley said.

The Sorghum Festival
began in 1969 with the selling of
homemade sorghum syrup right
on the Blairsville Square.

Festival organizers built

Glenda Gooch

House available

The Glenda Gooch House
is now available for use by fami-
lies, from the tri-state area, of pa-
tients in Union General Hospital
as well as local nursing and as-
sisted living homes. For more in-
formation please contact Leslie
Daniel at 706-745-2050, or log
on to glendagoochhouse.org.

Old Fort Sorghum downtown
to house the festival a few
years after it began, and though
the structure was recently
demolished, it served as the
decades-long home of the
Sorghum Festival until the
festival outgrew the venue
and moved to Meeks Park in
2008.

Today, the Sorghum
Festival attracts an average
of about 10,000 people per
weekend, which is much
more than any venue within
Blairsville City Limits can
reasonably handle, not to
mention the 110 to 120 vendors
who work the festival every
year.

Club Member Lisa
Martin said she and the other
members were thankful to have
such a large public space like
Meeks Park at which to hold
the Sorghum Festival.

“This year will be
the 50th anniversary of the
Sorghum Festival, so we felt
that the new sign would be
a great way of showing our
commitment to the community
on this milestone occasion,”
Martin said.

Martin also said the sign
is the club’s way of expressing

its appreciation to Union County
for all that it does to help with
the Sorghum Festival each
year. Of course, bringing in an
average of 20,000 people over
two consecutive weekends is a
boon for the local economy.

All sorghum syrup sold
at the Sorghum Festival is
grown right here in the North
Georgia Mountains, Martin
said, adding that the making
of sorghum syrup is becoming
a lost art.

Only a few “old-timers”
know how to properly carry
out the process these days,
which can be seen in live
demonstrations during the
Sorghum Festival every year.

“It’s a lot of hard work,
and we would welcome anyone
who would like to learn how to
do it,” Martin said. “You can’t
read this stuff in a book, though.
You have to just do it.”

The 2019 Sorghum
Festival will take place on the
weekends of Oct. 12-13 and
Oct. 19-20, from 9 am. to 5
p.m. each day.

Watch the new Meeks
Park digital entrance sign for
details.

Also new at Meeks Park
is a beautiful covered pavilion

with a concrete floor, huge brick
fireplace, bathrooms, a metal
roof and a deck overlooking the
Nottely River.

The pavilion, located
behind the baseball fields on
the upper level of Meeks Park,
is now available to rent for
weddings, family reunions and
the like.
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MONTGOMERY,
CONCRETE

~ FORALL YOUR CONCRETEINEEDS ~
Forming|through|Einishing; House'Slabs,
- Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top/ Quality, Work!
Big/Jobs and'Small Jobs!

" Call 706-781-1806

Serving NorthiGeorgia'sincei1997+/Insured_|

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in'FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

GHARNS HOWE FURNIHINGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

MN___/)
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

DOG GROOMING

Located at Pet City Inc. (Blairsville)

® Hair Trimming
@ Nail Trimming J
® Full Service Wash

® Flea & Tick Dip

o More Services Available

(706)-487-0686

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706040092988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

CommercialResIdential)

\ Southeast Geothermal
A & Spray Foam

w7 1006-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Trail Rides at Trackrock

Summer Horse Ride Special

1 hour guided trail rides

$25

with this ad

BLAMRSVILLE, CEORGIA

www. Trackrock.com
Offer good Monday-Thursday only
Offer expires September 26, 2019 ~ Additional restrictions apply
Call for reservations (706) 745-5252

Michelin
BFG
' Uniroyal

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway
Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field
Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,

Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading,
Large Empty Lot Mowing

“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”
rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT
Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,
Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

K, Trust
‘() T ntegrity
e = Guidance
Taylor Insurance Group
WE DO WHAT

OTHERS
PROMISE

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance

“We go the extra mile” ETE0T3

AGCS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel,
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing,
Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements

No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates
Locally Owned & Operated

706-897-0411

SOUTHERN HVAC, LLC

HEATING & COOLING
SPECIALIST

706-400-2574 "4

LICENSED AND INSURED
SALES, SERVICE, INSTALL

Vintage - Antique - Unique
Seasons Inn Plaza ~ 94 Town Square Plaza ~ 706-530-5005

Ford * Hayesville, NC » 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet, GMC, Buick *Murphy, NC « 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC + 828.369.5003

SIACKY JON

AUTOMDTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




